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possessed, his example and his authority alike contributed to arrest the flying, and to give confidence to those who maintained their ground. Cowards forgot their panic and fronted danger when they heard his voice and beheld his manner, and the brave would have formed around his body a rampart of their own. In the midst of showers of halls, of which he seemed unmindful, lie was seen performing the duties of the subordinate officers, rallying the alarmed, halting them in their flight, forming his columns, and inspiriting them by his example."
In this last battle General Coffee was wounded; his brother-in-law, Sandy Donelson, fighting by his side, was killed.
On the 28th General Coffee wrote to his father-in-law, Captain Donelson, an account of the battle. I make the following extracts:
"We have to record," began Coffee with admirable, and awkward delicacy, "the proceedings of another excursion into the interior of the enemy's country, and, although we have met with success, it is marked with circumstances of regret and misfortune that are serious to the friends of those brave men whose lives have been lost, in achieving the victories that have been obtained. I'ninful as it is, I must inform you that Sandy Donelson was among the slain, lie fell by a ball through his head, near me, a few minutes after I had received a wound by a ball through my side, but not dangerous.
"In a state of war the lives of men must be lost; and the. only circumstances that leave us any satisfaction for our departed friends is, when they have acted their part well and fallen bravely defending the Government, we are bound to protect, and in that your son was exceeded by none. lie fell in the fourth battle that he had fought by my side, and I can with certainty say that a braver man never lived, I It; is no more, but his death has been glorious. He has bequeathed his friends a valuable inheritance in the character he has acquired to his memory; and while we, his friends, lament his loss in the bloom of life, we may rejoice at thed, when they shall be driven from the country below. But in a report of this kind, and to you, who will immediately perceive them, it is not necessary to state the happy consequences which may be expected to result from this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
